
A thriving tradition... 
Choirs have been singing here for hundreds of years

There has been a musical foundation at St Alphege Church for centuries. 
Together with our great cathedrals, and a few other parish churches, we are 
fortunate to be in the enviable position of maintaining this tradition and 
offering a musical education similar to that available in places like King’s 
College, Cambridge. We offer a unique opportunity for children to learn  
choral music, with singing, performance and musicianship taught in a  
lively and structured way through our Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs.

Being a chorister at St Alphege means...
 Singing in the town centre church of St Alphege, which is the focus of civic life in Solihull; 

our congregations frequently number hundreds of people.

 Receiving a first-class training in singing and choral musicianship from our staff of 
professional musicians. Following the Royal School of Church Music ‘Voice for Life’ 
programme which develops a classical singing technique under the leadership of a highly 
skilled Director of Music, choristers learn a wide range of repertoire from some of the 
world’s greatest composers.

 Gaining an excellent musical foundation which could lead to a lifetime of enjoyment of 
music, either professionally or on an amateur basis.

 Benefitting from fantastic performance opportunities in cathedrals and in front of audiences 
across the country, together with chances to record CDs and DVDs.

 Making friends and having fun; all our boys and girls are drawn from local schools in the 
Solihull area. Apart from singing, the choristers regularly enjoy social activities, such as trips 
to the cinema, bowling and theme parks.

 Developing crucial life-skills, such as self-discipline, initiative, team-work and an expectation 
of high standards.

Choristers sing the Sunday services at St 
Alphege and the choirs are invited to sing in 
the famous cathedrals and concert halls of 
England and further out into Europe. Every year 
the choirs sing in different cathedrals around 
the country, with recent and planned visits 
to Lichfield, Exeter, Peterborough, Coventry, 
Truro and Winchester.

Many choristers have gone on to study at 
Oxbridge and gain musical scholarships. Famous 
choristers of the past include Iain Simcock, Nigel 
Short and Christopher Monks (Director of the 
Armonico Consort). Alice Halstead, one of our 
former choristers, won the coveted BBC ‘Young 
Chorister of the Year’ title in 2008 and now sings 
with Clare College Choir, Cambridge. 

“I really enjoyed my experience of Cathedral 
Week: we did lots of fun activities, but 
we were also expected to work hard and 
concentrate in practices and services!”

Matthew, age 11. “ St Alphege Church Choir has been the 
foundation of my choral achievements. 
Since joining as a probationer aged seven, it 
has taught me discipline and commitment 
as well as instilling a passion for the English 
choral tradition.”  

Tom Lilburn, Choral Scholar, St John’s College, Cambridge.



How much does it cost?
It costs nothing to join the choirs of St 
Alphege! In fact, all choristers receive 
attendance fees and are also paid to sing at 
weddings. Subsidies may be available for tours 
and instrumental tuition, and additional 
financial support can usually be provided in 
case of individual need.

Choir Practice & Service Times
The choristers rehearse every week and sing 
services most Sundays and during religious 
festivals.The Boys’ Choir mainly sings at the 
11am Sunday Eucharist and 6:30 Choral 
Evensong. The Girls’ Choir usually sings at 
the 9.15 Sunday Eucharist and one Evensong 
service per month. 

We follow the local school term and holiday 
dates with breaks after Christmas and Easter 
services.

How do I find out more?
We recruit annually through our workshops 
for children aged seven upwards, and our 
Director of Music may audition children at 
other times by prior arrangement. 

Children need not have any previous musical 
or singing experience, although we are keen to 
hear from those who are already learning an 
instrument. Our Director of Music will look 
for potential, enthusiasm, the ability to work  as 
a member of a team and for somebody who is 
ready to commit to a demanding but rewarding 
schedule. 

Please arrange to come along to one of our 
Sunday services to meet the choristers and talk 
to the Director of Music.

 Contact us 
Director of Music - Joe Cooper 
t: 07935 962 677 
e: joe@solihullparish.org.uk 

www.stalphegemusic.webs.com 
        FriendsofStAlphegeMusic

Adult Choirs
In addition to Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, 
St Alphege has Men’s and Ladies’ Choirs 
who join the choristers to sing on a regular 
basis. There are usually places available for 
experienced singers in both of these choirs. 

St Alphege Church Choirs are supported by The Friends 
of St Alphege Music, registered charity 511237. 
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Could your child be a chorister 
at St Alphege, Solihull?


