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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 

Minutes 

 

1.  Welcome and Prayers                                                                                                 
The Chairman, John Emmett, welcomed members to the A.G.M. after 
prayers offered by the Rector, the Revd. Jane Kenchington. 

2. Apologies                                                                                                       
Joan Lilburn, Geraldine Burge,  Rachel and Stephen Linstead, Audrey and 
Barrie Hall, Pauline Tregellas, Jeremy and Clare Bishop, Mike Southworth, 
Viv Dobson, Chris Thorpe, Judy and Malcolm Bates, Bob and Helen 
Russell, Laurence Lane, Suzanne Humphries, Colin Price. 

3. Minutes of the 2015 A.G.M. 
The Minutes of the 2015 A.G.M. were read and agreed. 
Proposed by John Goodman                                                                           
Seconded by Philip Tew. 
Carried unopposed. 

4. Hon. Secretary’s Report read by the Hon. Secretary, Carol Southworth. 
She began by emphasizing the type of support given by the Friends of the 
Music for the education of the choristers to a very high standard, so that 
they can perform the primary role of a choir, to lead worship and sing the 
liturgy, to the very highest standard.  The Friends also supported the various 
events organized by Joe and Isabel for the children as well as musical and 
fund-raising events.  The Friends additionally fund bursaries for Organ 
Scholars when appropriate and donate £1000 annually to the Organ Fund.  
She then listed the events of the previous year.  She next thanked Joe and 
Nicholas, without whom there would be no music for the Friends to 
support.  She thanked Revd. Jane, Fr. Roy and Fr. Andrew for their support 
and encouragement, the Friends Committee for their hard work, the 
wardens, John Emmett for his outstanding chairmanship and two particular 
Friends, Ann Taylor and John Goodman. There were no questions. [Copy 
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attached.]  Acceptance was proposed by Alan Kirkby and Seconded by 
Bridget Wright. Carried unanimously. 

5. Hon.Treasurer’s Report read by the Hon. Treasurer, Pam Price. 
She said that the year had ended with a profit of £2088.  £5000 came from 
the Ouseley Trust for lay clerks.  Receipts were up, as was income from 
functions.  The friends had run over twenty events. The Beer Festival, the 
Gatehouse Concert, the Recitals and carol singing had had been the most 
profitable.  Expenditure had also risen with increased choir maintenance 
costs, the payment of a Choral Scholar and the production of a second C.D.  
There were no questions.[Copy attached.] 

Acceptance of the Report was proposed by Philip Tew and seconded by 

Jane Emmett. Carried unopposed. 

6. Membership Secretary Isabel Baumber reported that the numberof 

members had remained at around 84 throughout the year.  There were 10 

Honorary Members.  It was now possible to e-mail news to most members, 

which was much cheaper than posting letters.  Gift Aid and payment by 

standing order were very helpful.  She thanked all the members of the 

Friends for their support. 

7. Chairman’s Remarks 

Chairman John Emmett welcomed Revd. Jane and Richard  and thanked 

them for their continued support for Joe and the choirs.  He also thanked 

Fr. Roy and Jean for their support.  He reminded members that the Friends 

of the Music was a separate charity, founded to support church music.  He 

noted that Joe, unlike his predecessors, had “outreach” in his job description 

and  to achieve this he had visited many different schools across the 

Borough and organized a great deal of music at St. Alphege for the general 

public.  John emphasized the superb musical education that Joe gave the 

choirs which also helped them to develop spiritually; at the same time choir 

training was character building, teaching the children team work and 

discipline.  John thanked the Committee, especially Joan who was retiring, 

and Isabel for her unstinting efforts on the Committee and as Music 

Administrator and all the members of the Friends for their support. 

8. Report by the Director of Music 

Joe aimed to use church for both sacred and secular music.  He was pleased 

that lots of people had come through the doors to services and events.  

“Come and Sing” had been very successful in attracting a wide range of 

people.  Many choristers were being prepared for R.S.C.M. and A.B.R.S..M. 

examinations.  450 C.D.s had already been sold.  The Choirs had sung at 

Southwell Minster and Worcester and Hereford Cathedrals and he had been 

very pleased with the musical standard achieved.  Choirs would be in 

residence at Rochester and Chichester Cathedrals in the summer next year, 
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2017.  A select group had performed “Messiah” in church, the Girls Choir 

had won the ensemble class and was the overall winner at the Kimichi 

Music Festival.  The Choirs had also been chosen to perform what was 

really the première of Judith Weir’s anthem commissioned for the Queen’s 

90th Birthday, before it was sung at the service of celebration in St. Paul’s 

Cathedral.  The St.Alphege performance was shown on national television.  

The new singing group for children at Infants School, Minims, was going 

extremely well.  During the Festival Weekend in July there had been special 

services, a performance of “Jonah Man Jazz” and a concert to raise funds 

for Cancer Research U.K. 

9. Election of Officers and Committee Members 

The re-election of the Officers en bloc was proposed by Michael Palmer, 

seconded by Evelyn Berry and passed unopposed. 

Sue Hawthorne-Slater, Suzanne Humphries and Laurence Lane were willing 

to stand for re-election. Their re-election was proposed by Lynne Groutage, 

seconded by Fr. Roy and carried unanimously. 

Lynne Groutage, Paul Evans and Peter Hodkinson were proposed as 

Committee Members by Philip Tew, seconded by David Wright and elected 

unanimously. 

10. Appointment of Auditor 

The Chairman said that Roger Derwent was willing to continue as auditor 

and proposed a Vote of Thanks to him.  This and his appointment as 

auditor were proposed by Angela Cameron, seconded by Jane Emmett and 

carried unanimously. 

11. Any Other Business 

The Revd. Jane thanked the Friends for their support and the Committee 

for their hard work to support the music.  She said it was a privilege to be 

the Rector of St. Alphege. 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.22 p.m. 
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